H,

CHAPTER XXV
HENRY FORD-MILK MANUFACTURER

.ENRY FORD is my candidate as a unique character
in the upper brackets of modern times,
My first acquaintance with Mr. Ford was in 1921 under
circumstances which in themselves were unique. We were
then immersed in the worst depression in years, Rumors
spread daily in Wall Street that the Ford Company was on
the verge of bankruptcy, that Mr. Ford had sought a loan
of $75,000,000 in New York's financial quarter and had been
refused. Coincidentally, at this time Henry Ford was as
much a man of mystery to the public as J. P. Morgan, John
D. Rockefeller, Sir Basil Zaharoff and others of immense
wealth who disdained publicity in cloistered lives which per-
mitted the winds of current conjecture to whirl over their
heads unheeded. I was assigned by the managing editor of
the New York Tribune to get to Mr. Ford and make him
talk. For more than a year he had been silent.
Upon my arrival at Dearborn, Michigan, the motor-maker's
birthplace and the scene of his tractor factory and main
office, I soon learned the secret of this unimpressionable wall
which had been built up around the man whose name was
carried throughout the world on the radiator of the ubiqui-
tous Model T. It was simply that an argus-eyed super secre-
tary blocked all comers. If a newspaper interview about
Henry Ford or the Ford Company was to be offered it was
the secretarial power who gave it. It was, therefore, simple
267